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Concerning government and Ma- 
giſtracy this have to ſay; 


1 is an ordinance of God, ordaĩned of 
him for the preſerving. of peace 
among men, for the puniſhing and 
ſuppreſſing of evill doers, and for 
= the praiſe and ſafety of them that doe 
, well; that mens perſons and eſtates 
* 3 the violence 
nd wrong, dealing of evill mens 
And for this end government was 
FR K my np yt ev ey re ſetup in the 
earth by the Inſtitution of the Lord; that gightwounels 
ſhouts goe free, and the wicked be bound and kimited. 
Now ſuch as handle the Law, and are — thereof, — 
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azad to bind under the tranſgreffor, and to make him ſtand in 


Aye and be aftaid; for the juſt law reacheth to the juſt wit- 
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nun of God; and*anſwereth it in every man, and he thar 


> walkes in the law of God, and hath his heart therein exer- * 


 Ciſed, the law of man hath no power over him, to condemne 
him, but it juſtifies him, and defends him, and preſeryes him 
from all wrong; but who doth not walk in the law of God, 
but is excerciſed in evitl, and trapſgrefleth the light and pure 
law of God in his conſcience hy doingeyill & by wrong & 
unjuſt dealing;then the lavy ot man. takes hold upon him, and 
binds him, & judges hi N Condemns him: for thie evil dune 
by him, contraty toithe light in his own conſcience, which 
ereth to the juſt execution of the law in condemning of 
him: And this is the work ofthe lay in the hand of fait 
| executors; Who juſtlyexecutethl the juſt law, in defand 
- and pteſerving the inf and Fnaocetit ment from wrong db 
ing. and in condemning and iudging the ungodly and evi 
met, for wrong doing; whereby the witneſs of God in 
them both may anſwer to the luſt overnment in defending 
the one, and in condemning tlie other; and this is a good ſa- 
ot to Cod where the iuſſ Ives Are id ſtly execiittd,'by ib} 
men, But where untigliteeu men e in power, arid the exe= 
eutiom ol the law in theĩt hands that ate themſelves trans- 
greſſors, ugh Ala iudg for God, bur the good la wes will 
e ſubverted unte ends, from theit proper vertue; 
and the 'taridsafchewicked? will be ſtrengthened, añd tlie 
eee Uripubithed? and the Ihnocent Will 
ſuffer, and fuſtiee and'true Iudgq;ent will be turned back- 
ward, tot When the: Wicked beares rule, the people cannot 
tejoyce, 4108 Iaſticeand true Tudgment cannot he received 
ttam men, Who ate themſel ves u jaſt und weh U ; fot 
rhooph thelawes maybe gdbd hd iſt 5 yet the exe gütig 
oners thereof being evil, and themſelves tran Falter, wor 


thy of condemhation by the law the tranſgreſſion of the lav 

in others cannot iuſtly be ludged by , Who are them- 

ſelves guilty of ludgmemt; and therefore the layyes will by 
ſubverted; anq; iuſtite and true iudgment neglectedi becauſe 


uch zn handle the law kaowes not God, but are in the trans- 
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t they may e pu nim, 


mn it in Ns an | may miniſter Iuſtice | + 
trus 1 ela to all —5 under them 
and no man ou robe teſpected in Iudgment, but every | 
mans cauſe oughtto heard, the poor as well as the rich; 0 
and rhejy matters Augen wght ey all ought to re- 5 
ee e tom fuſt men by the ivfi laws for the 

is a defence abaut all ee to defend and pre- 
Jerve them; in peace and edome, from all their enemies, 
vrho are to be limited by the law, as I have faid; And they 
that argreconciled to God, whole conſcignces are excerciſed 
towards God in all hing; they are not 2 ex the hl pos 


thelaw-hath bo pager over them, for the law js 
them by Chriſt: Ab. Nei in ee to 


without offence towards God and all men, in truth 2 in 
righteouzneſs, to God and all men; and ſuch the law of man 
iso 3 to bas phemg. to iuſtige and an | 
to.condemn th Bay praiſe 9 70 
—2 and ſuch ſetiet h _— that the law i 1 l 
holy; z who walketh.in iuſtnels, in goodneſs and 2 ; 
doth not tranſgreſs the good lawes of any nation, buy Salk 
void of effencetowares all, for they walk noc in th bh 
in the ſpirit, and are doers of the law, arid hot brea of 
aud ſo comes nat under the guilt, of con 
thing, but are iultified in all things; for the]; ir of in oy 
leadeth themanto all truth; and ſo out of all condemnation; 
their wayes ate t ighteous and ure, and the wor kes, are jut , 
and equalltowardsGod anda |.man; 1 2 4 not f ME > 
wrong of any mans perſan or alete . 


torgivingtheir enemies, and Nn e Keck 4 
vengeanceupontheir adyerſaries, but they bear and t * R.. 
ently, and ſuch are the ſervants of G od, 2 4 tr og EP 
of hizJaw, nor the juſt Jawes of manz * Tek, ſuffer": IH 
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| p to tem; that they 
ould 2 bf the Lotd firſtery into 
1 70 A fach matters, to know whether it 

nd wrong ot injury done between wan 
and har gnotance 2 1 
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And now a res ing this one thing, „Which i is oppte ff. 
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Tclence fake doth deny and cannot pay any thing, to main 4+ 
tain a ſtee ple · houſe ox place of worſhip, which the people 
of the World doe worſhip in, and where. they commit [ 4 
try, neither can they for conſcience ſake pay any thing to 
uphold ſuch worſhip, and ſuch a miniſtery and miniſters, 
nich are not of Chrilt, nor ever were ſent of him;but of An- | 
tichtiſt and ſuch by which the people are led in blindneſs and | | 
error, as maniteftly doth appear through the whole land. wy 
And yet the magiſtrates ſome of them being blind and Iguo- 
rant as the people, doth compel] many people by their Writs! 1 
and orders and Iudgments to maintain a Prieſt and ſteeple- 
houſe, which for conſcience ſake they deny to maintain, and' | 
yet by authority from the magiſtrates, are the Innocent mens | 
goods (poyled by diſtreſs, and great oppreſſion excerciſed 
upon many poor people, to maintain and uphold the miniſtry 
and worſhip of this generation, which is not of God, but 
againſt him, and many hereupon are caſt into priſon, and 
others have their goods taken from them by violence, and 8 is 
great havock is made in the countries about this matter, Now 
firſt it may be conſidered that to deny, uphold, and maintain 
a ſteeple- houſe and place where Ignorant people in tradition 
do meet to worſkip; is nota matter of willtull or -purpoſed 
wrong dealing, ox the breach of any bargin or contract be- 
tween man & man, but it is a matter of conicience to the peo- 
ple of God; & for a good conſciencie fake, they cannot do ſuch 

. athing as to maintain a place of worſhip, which abomination 
is committed in by Ignorant & rude people, who are without 43 
the fear of God as daily is manifeſt, & itis not manifeſt that by 
denying ot this they Iniure any mans perſon or eſtate, in an 
thing which belongs unto him by lawfull bargin & contra 
or other wiſe, neither is there any teaſom ot equity in this mat- 
ter that any ſhould be forced & compelled by Iniuſtice & op- 
prellion te uphold a houſe of worſhip which others worthip 
in, and not they, and they knowing that worſhip to be abomi- 
nation to the Lord alſo, and not the true worſhip of the true 
God, and their is no [uſtice nor religion in it, that any ſhould 


he cauled by force to uphold a houſe, for other people to 
com- 
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good purpoſe or honeſt practiſe, as for poor or impotent 
people to dwell in, or fuch like, who had not houſes of 
their own, becauſe of their poverty, then that were a 
deed of charity to uphold ir, and the people of God would 
not deny it, but could freely give their mony toſuch an uſe 
and end; but becaufe it is not to ſuch an uſe, but onely a 
place to commit Idolatry in, and to worſhip God igno- 
rantly in ſuperſtitions; therefore it is a matter of conſcĩ- 
ence unto many; and for a good conſcience ſake, they ra- 
ther ſuffer the ſ poyling of their goods, and afflitions upon 
their bodĩes; then to pay their money for ſuch an uſe and 
end, and herein the Magiſtrates doth great injuſtice in the 
fight of God and his Saints, and centrary to reaſon and a 
good conſcience; in cauſing Innocent mens goods to be 
ſpoyled by cruelty to uphold a place of Idolatrous wor- 
ſhip, contrary to mens tender conſciences, for as I have 
laid they do no wrong to any man, but only peoples wills 
are offended; and their blind zeal turned into rage and 
fury againſt the iuſt, who worſhips God in ſpirit and in 
the truth, and cannot uphold the houſes of falſe worſhip; 
andit is a ſhame unto the people and miniſters themſelves ; 
who cannot upheld their own worſhiping houſes, and it 
is a reproach upon their God and their Religion who cau- 
ſes others to maintain their worſhiping houſes, by iniu- 
ſtice and great oppreſſion, and will not themſelves main- 
tain the houſes where they worſhip their God, but peo- 
ple who fear God, are greatly oppreſſed divers wayes to 
uphold worſhiping places for others to worſhip in, as in 
many parts of this nation is wofull teſtimony, which is 
a ſhame tothe Magiſtates by whoſe authority theſe things 
are done; anda great reproach tothe yery name of Chri. 
ſanity that mou againſt a pure conſcience, and contra» 
Iy to good reaſon, ſhould be compelled to uphold and 
maintain a worſhip and miniſtery which they doe nor 
pattake off, but their very enemies that perſecute them; 
whole conſciences are — and not excerciſed; and 
El 


55 
commit and practiſe idolatry in, it the houſe were for an 


(8) 

their worſkip and miniſtery, which ſtands not in the ex< 
ceccile ot a pure conſcience, but inyain traditions and ſu- 
pecſtitious Idolatty; are the people of Goc forced to main» 
tain with maiatenance, by oppreſlioa contrary co their 
conlciences ; and the unjultneſs of chele things cries for 
vengeance from h:aven upon the ungodly rulers and peo- 
ple; who cauſeth the iult and upright to groan by op- 
prelſion; and thus the law is ſubyerted, contrary to that 
end wherefore it was added; andthe government is abu- 
{ed coarrary to that purpole wherefore it was ordained of 
God; for the guiltleſs are condemned and judged, and the 
guilcy are ſet free; the excerciſe of pute conſciences are 
oppteſſed, and the fat(e abominations and [doll worthips 
are ſtrengthened and defended ; and becauſe of theſe 
things is the wrath of God kindled, and ſhall not be 
quenched, till ic have conſumed the wicked from off the 
face of the earth, that the juſt God may bg feared, and his 
people enioy their freedome and liberty in the practiſe of 
the pure religion, and the excerciſe of their pure conſcien- 
ces; and this will the Lord bring forth in his appointed 
time according to his promiſe; that his pzople may re- 
ioycein him over all their oppreſſors, and cruell taske- 
milters which doth uniuſtly oppreſs the ſeed of God. 
And as concerniag the maintaining of Miniſters, it is the 
ſame in nature, and as uniuſt and unequall as upholding 
of worſhipPing houſes ;tor though many out of a good con- 
ſcience do deny to maintain a profeſſed Miniſter by paying 
to him ſo much or ſuch a ſumme, yer they do not hereby 
wrong him wilfully, contrary to right, in breaking any 
contract or Covenant, ſormerly made with him by 1 
ſelves or predeceſſors: nor they do not withhold trom him 
any thing which properly belongs to him as debt, or due 
for his labour; by any Covenant binding thereunto; 
onely the moſt chat can be ſaid is,that ſuch a fumme, or gi t 
was formerly given, out of that eſtate to a man belonging 
to ſuch a Pariſh; and therefore now it is claimed as due, 
by euſtome of many generations practile, and ſo ought s 
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(93 | 
be done; as the maintenance to that man becauſe; of his 
Jabour in his Miniſtry; how to this I anſwer, what though 
it Was totmerly done, ſuch a ſumme paid, and ſuch a gilt 
freely given by our Anceſtors in the times of Ignorance and 
datkneis; that practiſe of theirs then doth not bind any 
now to do the tame, ſeing no record can appear that ibey 
bound themſelves and theit heirs for ever ſo to do; and 
now hath the clear light of the goſpell ſprung forth, and 
the light ot the day hath diſcovered all the workes of Ig- 
norance; and though the man that claimes ſuch a gift or 
hire as debt to him becauſe of his labour, let them pay him, 
for whom he doth labour; and who doth paitake of his 
Miniſtery and labour, and let others be tree, who for 
conſcience ſake, cannot do it; who knowes his labour 
not deſerving of wages, but to be deceit and abomination, 
and deceiving of ſoules; and ſees bimſelf to be a proud, 
co vetous man, and an Idle perſon z who maintaines him- 
ſelf by the fruit of other mens labours, in the vanity of life 
and without the fear of the Lord, and this makes the thing 
a matter of conſcience to many, that for no better uſe nor 
to no other end, they ſhould pay their money, (Which can- 
not be juſtly claimed as a juſt de bt, but as a giſt at moſt) to 
the upholding of ſuch men and ſuch practiſes, which are 
not according but contraty to God, in labour, liſe, and 
praQtiſe, and to uphold and maintain a man as a Miniſter 
of Chriſt which is not ſo, but the contrary as by his fruits 
is made manifeſt, and that in miniſtery & worſhip, Which 
is not the worſhip and miniſtery of the true God, but the 
contraty as doth appear, this many of the people of God 
cannot do {or a good conſcience ſake, except they ſhould 
—_—— the light of Chriſt and the law of God, in their 
own hearts and conſciences, and ſo hiing the mie lves into 


condemnation by the Lord; fo let all men take notice 
hereof, that though the people of C od do deny to pay any 
thing to uphold and maintain fuch a worſhip and ſuch 
miniſters, which are not the miniſters of Chriſt, nor the 
worſhip of the true C od 3. byg rather gives their goods to 
4 2 
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8 | (10) 
the lpoylet and their bodies to the priſon; yet this is one · 
ly tor the exerciſe of a good and pure conſcience, and not 
out of wilfull wrong and iniury; and their ſuffering is 
not as they are evill doers, but as they areSaints for a good 
conſcience ſake. becauſe they cannot be ſubieR to the 
wills of uniuſt men in upholding and maintaining ſuch 
things againſt their conſciences; but are willing rather 
to ſuffer then to offend the Lord, and their own conſcien- 
ces, neither is there good reaſon or equity in it; nor any 
part ofa good conſcience; that people by iniuſtice ſhould 
be compelled to maintain a minifter whom they know is 
not the miniſter of Chriſt by his fruits and effects and 
w orkes and practiſes, and ſo are forced againſt their own 
conſcienee to uphold a man in pride, in idlenels, in cove- 
teouſneſs and in a vain and evill life, by unrighteous wa- 
ges, now if their mony were to maintain a manthats poor, 
or if that man had not of his own ſufficiently to preſerye 
his wife and Children from want, then it were a work of 
charity to give ſomething itit were every year or oftner,to 
maintain him and his family, and the people of God would 
not refuſe to give ſomething for this end, no man ſhould 
compell them nor have cauſe to ſpoyl their goods for it, 
but as he profeſſes himſelf a miniſter of Chriſt, anda labou- 
rer in the goſpel, but is not ſo, but lives in pride and the ya» 
aities of this world, upon ſuch an account they cannot 
maintain him nor give him any thing at all with a ſafe 
conſcience, neither is there any reaſon in it that they ſhould 
for they receive not his miniſtery, neither doth hear him, 
neither doth oven him as a miniſter of Chriſt, nor doth not 
partake of his labours, nor doth not ſet him on labouring, 
and thisis greatly uniuſt that any man ſhould pay or be 
compelled to pay (by force and oppreſſion,) wages to a 
man as his labourer and as his ſervant who doth not at all 
labour for him, or do him any ſervice, neither doth the man 
partake of his works or labours, neither hath any benefit 
thereby, but rather loſs and diſadvantage becauſe of tis la- 
bours, which he doth for others, and not for him, nor by 
any 


(1x) 
any order from him; for he knowes his labouts to be no- 
thing but yanity, and a cheat and deceiving of people, and 
for him to be compelled to maintain ſuch a mant in ſuch ill 
imployment againſt his conſcience, this is uniuſt and un- 
reaſonable; and what man in the world would do it or 
be compelled thereunto, without crying out of great op- 
preſſion; as to maintain a man with great wages, as his la- 
bourer and ſervant who doth not labour for him, nor ſerve 
him, but labours — him as much as is poſſible; and this 

is the very cauſe, between the Preiſts of England in their 
maintenance in claiming of it, and receiving ofit,and the 
people of the Lord who doth deny to maintain them; or 
confeſs any lawful due they have to challenge any of 
them. And alſo it is a very ſhame to the people of this 
Nation for whem ſuch miniſters do labour, who cannot 
maintain their own miniſters themſelves, who labours for 
them, and of whoſe labours they do partake; but others 
are compelled by iniuſtice, to maintain them, who doth 
not partake of any of their labours, nor ſet them to labour, 
but denies them and their labour on thataccount, and yer 
are forced to pay them wages; and this is uniuſt and un- 
reaſonable, that men ſhould be conſtrained by force to pay 
other mens ſervants, which works and labours for other 
and not for them; and what man in the world having 
reaſon in him, would do it or be forced to do it, without 
complaining of heayy injuſtice as to maintain another 
mans ſervant with wages, who works for others, and not 
for him, neither was hired by him, nor ſet on work nor 
receives any benefite by him, but another hires him and 
partakes of his labours, and yet he is compelled againſt all 
reaſon, and equity to give him his wages; all will con- 
clude this were uniuſt and not according to God bur againſt 
him; and this is the very cauſe between the people of 

Cod, who cannot pay to maintain falſe teachers and the 
ople of the Nation, who hires ſuch teachers and receives 

of their labours and teaching and yet compells others to 

give them wages, contraty to good reaſon and Iuſtice, and 

= againſt 
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againſt the excerciſe of a aft tines; And above all 
the magiſtrates dtindneſs and Ignorance, and the unjuſt. 
neſs and wickednefs of ſome of them dorh appear, to their 
ſhame, by whole authority thele things are done, reaching 
out their powerin thoſe things, further than they have re- 
ceived. power from God, and abuſing the law and iuſt 
government, and ſubverting it to another end than where- 
tore God hath ordained it; For the magiſtrates power and 
authority, is not to be laid on mens con{ciences to oppreſs 
and Imbondage the tender conſciences of the lords people; 
in forcing things to be done contrary to good reafon a 
againſt a good conſcience; and by thefe things is the land 
filled with violence and oppreſſion, and the Innocent and 
juſt doth deeply groan; till the Lord ariſe to plead their 
cauſe, and to brin deliverance unto them, through the 
deſtruction of all their enemies; and he will break down 
all the bonds of _ and oppreſſion, and will take 
away every yoak that doth burden and oppreſs the up- 
right, that his people may be a free people, from all un- 
iult men, and the people of the Lord doth claime this as 
their priviledge, to them by the iuſt Laws of 
God and men, to worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth, and 
to uphold and maintaine that worſhip onely, without be- 
ing compelled by force to maintaine any other whatſo- 
ever, and they claime as right vnto them to maintaine 
what Miniſters, and uphold what miniſtry, as they know 
is ſent of God, by which people are profited, and which 
they have received the knowledge of God through by 
his ſpirit, and to be free to maintaine how and as the Lord 
leads them unto, without being forced BY any Law, or 
unequall authority, to maintaine the falle Prophets and 
hirelings, and deceivers, who lives in pride and exceſs, 
through the oppreſſion of the poor and innocent, and ſuch 
(as Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſty) the people ofthe 
Lord cannot maintaine, but rather gives themſel ves to 
ſuffer heavy and cruel things by unjuſt and wicked men, 
who violates the juſt Laws ot God and man; and the 

_— 8 ſuffering 
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ſuffering is for a good conſcience ae, & for righteouſneſs 
ſake, and nat fox any wrong ox e vill doing, and for a te- 
Rimony that theꝝ ate of God, and for a witneſs againſt 
their enemies, that they ate of the Devill; who doth his 
works, and theſe makes war u the Saints and the 
Lamb, and the Beaſt ſee ks to kill all that will not worſhip 
him, for he hath been great in the garth, and his ſeat upon 
Nations, and who..bath been able to make war againſt 
him, for n againe there is another ſut- 
fering great and grievous which is unjuſtly laid upon the 
people of God, which ſuffering is not for evill doing, but 
tor a good conſcience. lake asis manitelt; as becauſe ma- 
ny are moved of the Lord by his ſpirit, to goe into the 
Steepſe · houles and meeting places, or other places to re- 
prove ſin, and amon peopl or to exhort them unto 
good, and to fallow Chtiſt, and to deny the wickedneſs 
ot this world, or ſuch like, as they are moved, ſome are 
moved to reprove a hireling teacher, who deceives the 
poopls, and walks in the ſte ps of the falſe Prophets, and 
ives in pride and vanity and evill, contrary to the do- 
Aring/and practiſe of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, and this 
practiſe ot the ſervants of the Lord in reproving evill 
and exhorting to good, is called a diſturbance ofthe peace, 
and an unlawtuhpractiſe, and ach like: it is falſly Judged 
by unjuſt men, wha,knows not the ſpirit of the Lord, 
nor the moving thereof, and becauſe of this, many inno- 
cent menare cauſed deeply ro ſuffer, conttaty to a good 
cooſcience, and ſome are ſent to the houſe of Correction, 
thers ſuffering ctuell things from hard- hearted men, and 
ſome ate put in the Stacks and whipped, and others fined 
and caſt into priſon, and ſuch like ſufferings are unjuſtly 
impoſed upon them, and not for evilldoing, as I have 
ſaid, for though they reprove fin in teachers or in people, 
or exhorts them to good, whether in Steeple- houſes, 
Markets or other places, yet they do not hereby wrong 
any mans perſon or eſtate; neither is this any matter of 


wiltull wrong or to ſuch an intent, neither doth it diſturh 
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the peace, noris any unlawyſull practiſe; but onely out of 
a good conſcience to God and man, is it done; and it is a 
matter of conſcience tothe ſervants of the Lord, to do ſo, 
and they cannot leave it undone leaſt they ſhould tranſ- 
greſs the law of God in their own conſciences ; becauſe 
they are commanded of God fo to do, that people may be 
Inſtructed in the right way to God, and be converted out 
of eyery falſe way; and this is the very end, oftheir work 
and their intent in doing it; and they ought not in juſtice 
to {uffer for it, for it is according to the law of God, and 
in reaſon and a good conſcience, and the Lord juſtifies 
them init, then that law and Indgment muſt needs be 
corrupt and unjuſt, which condemnes the people and ſer- 
vants of the Lord, as for evill doers, for obeying the com- 
mands of God and for the excerciſe of their pure conſcien- 
ces, and no mans perſon or eſtate being wronged or Inju- 
red but onely fin and wickedneſs reproved and exhorted 
from; And hereby thus is the law peryerted, and true 
Iudgment turned backward, and the guiltleſs is condem- 
ned guilty, andthe guilty is ſet free; andthe obeying the 
commands of God and the excerciſe ofa good conſtience 
is unjuſtly iudged a transgreſſion; and this is a ſhame, and 
will be great condemnation to ſuch, inthe day of the Lord 
by whole Anthority this is done; eventhat the excerciſe 
of a good conſcience, even reproving of ſin and exhortin 
unto that which is good, to follow that and to forſake a 
evill; ſhould be iudged and puniſhed as a hanious trans- 
greſſion in a nation and Common- wealth profeſſing Chri- 
ſtianĩty and pure Religion; and this makes the ſin much 
more great and unpatdonable, becauſe the practiſe and 


faithfull excerciſe in Chriſtianity, and in the pure 3 e 
Religion, is adiudged tranſgreſſion & condemned by ſuch 
who profeſſes the ſame thing in words, and yet perſecutes 
and puniſheth the excerciſe of it in others; and this ſhews 
them uniuſt iudges and hypocrits 5 who canſes the Ser- 
vants of the Lord to ſuffer; for the practiſe of that which 
themſelyes proſels in words, to witReligion and Chriſtia- 
nity; 
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nity, for I offime againſt all oppoſers whatſceyer,. 
15, 5 praRile in Religion according 10 the Scriptures, to 

| 775 into the Steeple- houſes, meeting places, Markets, 
ighways, ot other places, and reprove fin and wicked- 


nels, and cry againſt e vill in Prieſts and people, and ex- 
hort to good and erf e vill, and theielore it ought 
not to be proſecuted and puniſhed, but defended and mai = 
tained, by the juſt Government of a Common- wealth, 
and by juſt Laws and Magiſtrates; for this the Lord re- 
quireth that juſtice and truth, and true iudgement be ex- 
alted, and the innecent and upright defended, in all their 
Ways of a good conſcience, and that evill doers and ſin- 
ners and tranſgreſſors, be condemned and 1ighteouſly 
wudged. 

OG Alſo many of the ſervants of the Lord doe deeply ſuf- 
fer, and is deeply afflicted by iniuſtice, for the exerciſe of 
a good conſcience in other things, as becauſe they cannot 
put off their Hats and bow in — ＋ to mens perſons, ac- 
cording to the vaine cuſtoms of the Heathen, and becauſe 
they cannot ſwear upon a Book; by kiſſing it and laying 
the hand upon it according to the idolatious ſor1me, and 
for ſuch like cauſes, becauſe many cannot fulfill ike Iuſts 
and wills of men, that lives in pride and evill wayes, in 
theſe and other things, therefore are the people of Ged 
put to great ſuſſetings, though they deny not the Loneur 
tue to all men in the Lord, without bew ing the Hat, nor 
toaftirme the truth in every cauſe, in faithſulneſs withcut 
an oath ; now to keep on the Hat, which is a cover ſor 
the head, to keep from cold or heat for healths ſake, be- 
fore any man whatſoever, though never ſo great ot no- 
ble, is not any Wrong or iniury to the mans perſon or e- 
Nate before whom it is done, but onely the high winde 
and the proud nature, and that Which is exalted above 
the fear of God, Which would be Lord over his felJcw 
creature: that ſzme is offended and troubled, which bears 
not the Image of God, but 6f the Devi), 2s Han wan Was, 

e bowed * in honcur, and ieſpe cted, 
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keeaufe of knowledge or parts, an geſtures ot aps 
parell, and the Children of che . doe it, nor 
give honour to him, nor be ſubiect, and pleaſing to that 
man, Whois of that ſpirit and ol that nature which i not 
of God, but exalted in _ and vain-glory aboye the 
fear of God and againft him, and would be worſhipped, 
and trad in honour and reverenced of his fellow-ereatures, 
who hath not ſo much riches in this world as he, nor is 
ſo proud in apparell at he, and becauſe of that he looks 
to be bowed unto with Hat or Knee, and is offended 
it he be not, and then in his pride he rages and is vexed, 
and ſeeks revenge againſt ſuch as cannot honour him, and 
reſpe him in his pride and vaine- glory; but as I ſaid this 
is not done as a matter of wrong unto any, — the 
Hat be not bowedor put off, but it is a matter of con- 
ſcience unto the people of od, and fora good conſcience. 
ſake they doe deny, and may not give obedience, and ho- 
novur, and teſpect, out of the fear of God, to proud fleſh, 
and to men which is not in the fear of God, which expect 
re verenee eat of the Lord, and they know it is nothing elſe 
that is offended but proud fleſh and an exalted mind, and 
a man that fears not God, neither walks in his ways; I ſay 
it, is nothing elſe nor any beſides, that is offended or 
troubled, becauſe the hat is not put off and bowed , 
and the people of God are not carefull to pleaſe or offend, 
that in men, and men as ſuch, for they know-nothing of 
God, nor any man that truly fears God will be offetided 
at the want of a hat bowed to him, and thus it is 4 matter 
of.conſtieace unto many, and for a — conſcience ſake 
they doe deny to honout and ſubject themſelves by 
obedience to any man, as he is a man aut of the fear 
ol God. and in the glory of the vaine world; expecting 
reverence out of the tear of God, and contrary to his 
Law, which fordids the reſpe& to perſons, and all 
honour which is noc according to God; for who doth 
fear to offenda man. as 3 man wichourthe fear of God, 4nd 
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doth obey & honour any man, by putting ofthe Hat be- 
fore him or otherwiſe, and not oneiy in the Lord; ſuch are ſer · 
vantt to the wicked one, and not unto God; who fears the 
wrath of the wicked, and ſubjecis in honour to pleaſe the 
wicked by putting off and bowing the Hat and ſuch like; 
and ſuch knows not the excerciſe of a pure conſcience to 
_ this is a matter of conſcience to deny to honor, and 
to pleaſe wicked men, as ſuch, by bowing the Hat, and no 
man in juſtice ought to be made to ſuffer becauſe of it, for 
the Law of Cod juſtifies it, and that Law and iudgement 
iscorrupt, aud perverted Which condemns it, 
And likewiſe th many deny to {wear at all; though 
not to teſtifie the truth, yet they do not wilſully wrepg 
hereby to any mans perſon or eſtate, but it is a matter of 
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conſcience unto them, and with a good conſcience they 


cannot ſwear, but doth deny it upon all conditions, be- 
cauſe Chriſt hath commanued not to ſwear at all, aud the 
Apoſtle doth exhoxt above all things not to {wear; and 
theretote it is a mattei of conſcience unto many and not a 
matter of purpoled wrong towards any man, and though 
here it may be ohiected; But for want of oath a iuſt man 
may looſe his juſt cauſe, becauſe ivdgement depends 
on witneſs by oath; to that 1 anſwer, that is becauſe, the 
Law is not according te Chriſt, by which the ivdgement 
comes, but is uviuſtly grounded upon the breach of 
Chrifts command, viz. wearing, and bett er ought the 
man to be blamed or condemned as a tranſgreſſos, who 
keeps Chriſts command and cannot ſwear at allupon any 
teu m ar Whether that Law ought not to be corte ded 
and regulated to be according to the Law of Chriſt, and 
all that which is contraty in the execution therect to be 
condemned and removed, that a juſt mans witneſs may 
be given and taken upon occaſion without an cath; and 
bis juſt cauſe may got on againſt his enemies by juſt judg- 
ment, grounded upon the naked truth in plain eis tei ifie d 
wit haut ſwearing, this is to be confidered, and though it 
be again obiected, but * ſay ſome makes more con- 
C 2 ſeience 
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ſciznc2 and are more afraid to Ad kalſiy upon oath; 
then upon bare words without an oath, ſo to have the 
truth know a waolly, that is the end of the oath; to this 
I xn(wer, a man that truly and uprightly fears God, will 
b2 as nich x fraid & mixe az mach conſcience of ſpeaking 
tilily, as of (Waring falſly, and our of a good conſcience 
will teſtiſie as truly. as if he ſWote, and for others whoteats 
to {wear falſly, and doth not ſo much fear to (peak falſly 
wichout oath, this is becauſe there is a greater puniſhment 
roſuch, and it is accounted a greater offence among miu, 
to Weit fallly then to ſpeak falſly, and for the correRing 
of that the punichment and offence ſhould be changed, 
and (uch as teſtify falſly without oath, may be accounted 
offenders and puniſh:d, as ſuch who ſwears falſly, and 
this will bind che wicked in a ſufficient fear, and cauſe 
them to be afraid, of teſtifying falſly, even as much as 
of (weating falſly, it the teſtimony in cauſes among men; 
of ſuch evill perſoas who cannot make conſcience o 
lying; nor ſpeak the truth without ſwearing, it ought 
the rather to be had, and to be done, by- binding by 
a Law and puniſhing, if he teſtifie a lie, then by cau- 
ſing him to continue in the breach of Chritts command; 
but however (till I fay ſuch who out of a good and ten- 
det conſcience, doe deny to ſwear, ought not to be per- 
ſecutedand puniſhed as great offenders; tor while this 
is done, the Law and good Government is perverted, 
and authority is greatly abuſed, to another end then 
wherfore it was ordained of God, & that Law and autho- 
rity muſt needs be uniuſt which oppreſſeth or puniſhzth 
the excercile of a good conſcience, as for evill doing, and 
this ſhew: the blindneſs and ignorance of men in autho- 
rity to whomthe Law is committed who difcerns not, 
neither makes a difference berwixt things done in the 
fear of God, and ia the excerciſe of a good conſcience 
towards him, and things done out of an evill minde to 
evill intents, purpoſely and wiltully to wrong and in- 
iary mens perſons and eſtates; for all Magiſtrates ought 
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to learne this and to diſtinguiſh, that their power and au- 
thority may iuſtitiethe one, and condemn the other, that 
true iuſtice and ſound judgement, may ſpring forth in 
the earth, andin the Nations, that all the upright and 
well doers may reioyce, and live in reſt and peace, and 
all the workers of iniquity, and ſuch as doe evill may be 
afraid, and fear to offend iuſt men and iuſt Laws, and 
thus would the name of the Lord be great inthe earth 
among men; and ſuch a Goyernment renowned for eyer, 

and ſuck Magiſtrates would be a praiſe to generations after 
them; and a bleſſed example to ages to come; But now 
me may ſay & obied;, h ſhall this be known, & who 
can tell and diſcern of ſughauſes, and who it is that doth 
their works, out of the excerciſe ofa good conſcience, and 
whodoth their deeds out of an evill minde & to ane vill 
intent, and ſo is wrong dealing, & worthy of puniſhment, 
this is a doubtfull cauſe may ſome ſay, and difficult to 
be known and underſtood; But to this I anſwer and 
ſay, To all ſuch as have the ſpirit of the Father, and are 
led thereby, and in their iudgement guided therewith; 
this is an eaſy thing to dilcerne, and an eaſy matter to 
know and find out, and ſuch as cannot diſcerne and di- 
ſtinguiſh in ſuch matters, hath not the ſpirit of God, nor 
the ſpirit of true and ſound iudgement, neither is indeed 
ordained of God, nor fitto iudge the people, nor the ho- 
nour of a ruler and iudge, belongs not to ſuch a one 
who cannot find out a matter, nor know and judge be- 
tween the precious and the vile; how to juſtiſie the one 
and how to condemn the other; and indeed this is the 
reaſon, and cauſe of ſo much iniuſtice and oppreſſion 
brought forth at this day; becauſe the ſpirit of ſound 
judgement is wanting, and ſuch as are ſet to judge hath 
it not, to try and diſcern and give judgement by it, and 
therefore, light is put for darkneſs, and darkneſs for light, 
and good is called evill and evill good, and true iultice 
and iudgement is perverted and turned backward, and 
the guiltleſs is condemned guilty. But I ſay, if the work 
| , NE4 > = n= "m0 
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be done by a man, out of a good conſcienice, and as a mat- 
ter of conſcience, then he doth it in the tear of God, and 
in the Croſs to his own will, and ia mecknels and ten- 
derneſs of heart, not ſeeking himſelf in what he doth, 
but is willing to ſuffer for the truths ſake, and for what 
he doth, and will nat reſiſt evill, oz the falſe iudgements 
of men; but patiently and quietly bears all things; for the 
Lords ſake, and in all what he doth or ſuffers, he gives 
the glory tothe Lord, who works his works in him, and 
gives him ſtrength and patience willing to ſuffer tox them; 
ut againe I doe anſwer, by men that hath the ſpirit of 
ſound iudgement torule and guide them; this cauſe is eaſy 
to be diſcerned, and the difference may be known, be- 
twixtathing done out of a good conſcience, and for a 
good conſcience ſake, and a thing done out of an evill 
mind and purpoſe and toanevillend, to the wrong and 
injury of another, for the ground from whence the 
works doe proceed, are contrary, and the ſpirit by which 
the works are wrought, are contrary, and the purpoſe 
and end to which they are wrought are contrary, and the 
ſpirit of God and of ſound judgement, may and doth put 
a difference betwixt the ground, acting, and end of all 
works, foritis the ground from whence all works doth 
ſpring, and the end unto which they are brought forth. 
that makes all mens works good orevill, to be iukified or 
to be condemned, and where the meaſure of the ſpirit 
and power of Godd, is the ground of, and leader, in a work, 
that work as 1 have ſaid, is done in the fear of Gad, and 
in uprightneſs of heart and in love and tenderneſs, and 
meeknels and patience, without ſeeking or exalting ſelt, 
but the glory of the Lord is onely ſought by that man in 
all ſuch his Works; But on the contrary, where an evill 
heart and minde, brings forth works to an e vill end, and 
to the __ of others ſuch works, are maliciouſly and 
wiltully. and enviouſly, and peevithly done, in froward- 


neſs, and headineſs, and not in the fear of God nor in up- 


rightneſs of heart; but with a double minde and in ſecret, 
or 
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or Without the Counſel! of God, ſeeking himſelf io hi 
works, and net the Lord, and ſuch works are wicked, 
and wrought by wicked men who tranſgreſſeth both the 
Law of God and of men; and mult receive according to 
their deeds; andthe Law that is equall muſt paſs upon 
them — ack Chriſt in their own conſciences, 
may anſwer to, when they are condemned for their un- 
godly works; againſt which light they act, and that is the 
reaſon and cauſe, wherefore their works are evill, and to 
be condemned by the Law; for who acteth according 
tothe light of Chriſt, and is led thereby, fulfilleth the 
Law, or it is fulfilled in him; and his works are wrought 
in Cod, and are the teſtimony unto men that he is ot a 
good conſcience, and for a good conſcience ſake his works 
are done, and ſuch men and works are not to be cohdem- 
ned but iuſtified; And this is fot inſtruction to all them 
that bear rule, who are Magiſtrates and Governours, and 
Tudges ot the people, that they may now be wile and 
learne wildome, how to judge righteouſly and iuſtly 
among the people, that they may fulfill the will of God, 
in what he hath called them unto, even that they may 
cheriſh and defend and ſtrengthen ſuch as doe well, and 
all whoſe pure conſciences are purely excerciſed, may 
live in peace and reſt under ſuch a Government, and all 
evill doers may be bound, limited and iudged, and may 
ſtand in awe and be afraid; and thus iaſtice and true iĩudge - 
ment would be advanced, and equity would run down 
as a mighty ſtreame ; and the Nation would be bleſſed, 
and yectd content and ſatĩs faction to her Inhabicants; and 
hereby might the Rulers and [udges gain unto them- 
ſelves a good teport, and an honour and renown would 
the Lord Crownthem withall in generations to come. 
Wherefore all ye Rulers, and all ye that are ſet to 
judge the people, be now awakened to iuft judgement, 
and to a ſound diſcerning, and put on the ſpirit of true 
iudgement, even the ſpirit ot the Lord that you may re- 
cei ve it, to be tanght in all thing how to walk with God, 
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that you may anſwer his call, 2 the end of your autho- 
rity, in judge ing juſtly all ſorts of men, rendting to every 
man according to his deeds, even condemnation and judg- 
ment to evill doers, and a praiſe and defence, to all that 
doe well, and this is written in love to you all; ſhewing 
you how to put a difference betwixt the precious and the 
vile, and between the juſt and unjuft, that you may be the 
more happy if this y ou obſerve, not leaving your names 
a reproach and a ſcorne to after · ages, which is the effect, 
which doth follow, all ſuch as per verts Iuſtice, and turns 
true iudgement backward, with miſery and deſtruction, 
upon themſelves and poſterity, for evermore. © 


Atrue and faithſull Expoſition of ſome part of th 
Laws of England. | 


A Llye Magiſtrates, Iuſtices of the Peace, Mayors, and 
all other Miniſters of the Law, and all ye to whom- 
ſoe ver the Law is committed, I doe warne you all to take 
heed to your ſelves, that ye fulfill the will of the Lord 
in iudgeing righteouſly, and — true iuſtice and 
iadgement, and let not envy, nor falſe ſuſpitions, nor 
icalouſies have any place in you, but with a ſingle eye try 
all things, and with an upright heart indge for God, and 
not for man; and beware of cauſing the innocent to ſuf- 
fer, whoſe conſciences are exerciſed towards God, though 
they be contrary to the world in their ways, & judgments, 
for if you cauſe ſuch to ſuffer, you doe not execute true 
iudgement, but ſubyerts the Law, and the Lord will re- 
quire that ſaffering of his people at your hands. Now con- 
ſider the Law was not made for a righteous man, but for 
tranſgreſſours, ſuch whoſe conſciences are not exerciſed 
towards God, and ſuch your ſword is to be laid upon, to 

be a terrour to them, and not to the innocent; for the 
ſhould have praiſe that doe well; and you muſt take heed, 
leaſt you abuſe your power to another end, then where- 
tore God hath ordained it; for the Law was added -* 
| cauſe 
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cable of trinſgreſũ on to lay EY, rtranſgreſfoor, and that in 
the end ofthe Law; Now you muſt rake heed of cauſing 
ny to ſaffer — 5 dt evill jealoufies, when 

ns no tranſg is truly charged, nor juſtly proved a- 
them before you; and you are not to be both accu. 

„ und ſudges of any one, in any cauſe, 

Ten have a late act fox the taking up, and puniſhing of 
idle, lorſe, and diſſolute perſons, ſuch & are vagrants, and an- 
dering Rogues, Vagdbends, and fury beggars ; Now this Law 
is „1 n be duly and iu ly executed upon ſuch as ate 
truly guiky kereimʒ and it is right that ſturdy Beggats, 
and Rogues, and idle and diſorderly perſons, ſhould be 
taken up from wandering, and ſet on workin ſome good 
imployment inthe Creation, which may maintain them- 
ſel ves and pre vent them from 'worſe things; But now ' 
you muſt take heed of iudging any to be ſuch, who ate 
not really ſo; for many ot the ſervants of the Lord now, 
as it was in generations paſt, are moved to leave their 
own Country and dwellings, and relations, and goe a- 
broad in the Nations to preach the Golpell of Chriſt; 
and ro bear witneſs of his name in the world, to the tu- 
ning of people from the ways of fin and death, to the way 
of righteouſneſs and ttathz and it may be ſuch cannot 
give you an account or ſufficĩent cauſe of their travelling 
abroad ( ſo 2s to ſatiffe you) For that is lawfull in the 
ſight of God, which you may not judge to be ſo; for 
Gods Ways are not mans ways; neither his thoughts; 
a3 mans thoughts; Therefore I ſay unto you; if you cauſe 
any ſuch of the fervann of the Lord to ſuffer by that 
Rewyyen abuſe your power; and ſubverts the Law; 
for ſuch are not vagabonds, nor idle diſſolute perſons, 
nor Rognes, nor ſturdy beggars; No more than Chriſt 
was; who had no where to lay his head; and the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles were, ſome of which had no certain 
dwelling place, but left their Countries and relations, 
and wandred up and down the world from town to 
town ; and from one Country to another, even as the 
e EL ſervants 
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fervants of the Lord doth by the ſame ſpirit at this day, 
Who can no mote be truly judged for Vagabonds and 
Rogues, Cc. than Chriſt and his Apoſtles could be, who 
wete a petfect example tous in theſe things; For it is a 
lawtull occafioa in the fight of God, whatever you judge 
ol ic, to travell up and dowa (not being burthenſome, or 
chargeable to any) to bear witneſs for the name of the 
Lord, and againſt all fin and iniquity, that people may be 
retormed, and inſtructed in the right way; Theretore you 
mult make a ſpeciall diſtinction in your iudgements be- 
tween luch as are Rogues, and idle and diſſolute perſons, 
vrho ate hurtfull to the Creation, and ſuch as are innocent 
and harmeleſs, and not of evill behaviour, (though you 
may through preiudice otherwiſe iudge of them) this is 
to informe you herein, that your iudgements may be ac» 
cording to God, and not according to man, neither with 
r eſpect of perſons, 

Alſo you have another late Act for the. Obſeryation of 
the Lords day, wherein is inſerted that none ſhall wiifully, 
maliciouſly, or of purpoſe diſturbe, or diſquiet the publick, prea« 
cher, or to make any publick diſturbance in the Congregations ; 
Now the Law is good, and it is right that all ſuch be pu- 
niihed, who doth maliciouſly, wilfully, or of an evill purpoſe 
diſturbe, or diſquiet any man or people, to the danger of 
breach of publick peace, and let all ſuch be puniſhed ac- 
cording to their deſert; But yet you muſt take heed in 
this cauſe, for many of the ſervants of the Lord are, and 
may be moved by the power of the Lord to come into a 
Congregation, or an aſfembly of people to declare againſt 


ſia and iniquity, and the ways of wickedneſs in people, 


or to aske a queſtion ſoberly of the teacher, or to inſtruct 
people to editication in the way of the Lord, or ſuch like 
may they do, as they are moved, and yet not maliciouſly, 
nor wilfully, nor of wicked purpoſe; For it was the A- 
poſtles praRiſe, and the practiſe of the Saints to goe in 
the Synagogues and meeting places, and to diſpute with 
the Teachers on the Sabbath days, and ſometimes they 


ſpoke 
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ke to the people by way of exhortation, and the peo» 
ple bid them {peak on; and yet theſe were not diſturbers 
of the aſſembly, neither were they malicious men, or wil- 
full, neither did they theſe things to any evil purpoſe, and 
it was the praRtiſe of the Saints, that all may ſpeak one by 
one in che Church, when they were aſſembled together; 
and this is the practiſe of the ſervants of the Lord now, 
and yet they cannot juſtly be condemned by your Law, 
rhough they come into your aſſembly, as they are moved 
of the Lord, to objec or reprove, or exhort, for they doe 
it not in malice towards any, but in love towards all, and 
they can no more juſtly be condemned than the Apoſtles, 
and Saints in the Primitive times, who were unto us a 
jult example in theſe practiſes, as you may read in the 
Scripture ; and you may as Juſtly condemn them, as us, 
who are guided by the ſame ſpirit in the ſame things; 
Therefore you have need to take heed of condemning the 
innocent by a Law, leaſt you bring innocent blood upon 
you; and you mult make a perfe& difference between 
ſuch as comes among you, wilfully and malicionsly, and on 
eyill purpoſe to diflurbe, and moleſt any man, or Congrega- 
tion, and ſuch whocomes in the name and fear of the 
Lord, who are moved ofhim contrary to their own wills, 
and in love to all people; And in theſe cauſes you have 
need of diſcerning and ſound judgement, leaſt you con- 
demn the guiltleſs, and abuſe your power, and ſubvert 
the Law, andſo bring condemnation upon your ſelves; 
And as you will anſwer it before the Lord in his dread- 
full day; cauſe not any to ſuffer through your envy, and 
ſurmizings or falſe ſuſpition, through over- reaching the 
— of the Law toa wrong ſenſe, and to a wrong 
end, 

Alſo itis inſerted in the ſame AR againſt many evill 
things, 4 drinking in Taverns, Innes, Ale- bouſes, ſtrong-1wa- + 
ter bouſes, or to tipple unneceſſarily, er any other houſe, & c- 
and alſo againſt travelling, and walking on that day vain- 
ly and prophanely, 8c. Now the Law 1s good that evill 

D 2 exerciſe 
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Exerciſe be prevented and prophauenals in every tel- 
peR on that day, and on every day, and that ſuck be pu- 
nithed that ate found in any evill exerciſe, whatſoever ; 
But yet you mult take heed that noue of the innocent 
ſuffec hereby; for many of the people of God may, and 
doth travell on that day to meet together to worſhip: 
God, and to waite upon him, to find: his preſence, and to 
receive of his refreſhments to theit ſouls, But this can» 
not be judged an e vill practiſe, ar prophane travelling, or 
breach of the Sabbath; For we read of a Sabbath days 
tourney, 44s 1. & 12. where (ome of the ſervants of the 
Lord returned from Ieruſalem to Mount Olivet, which is 
a Sabbath dayes iourny, ſo that ſuch, who now travels 
to waite upon the: Lord on that day, though it be feverall 
miles to, and from the place o meeting, cannot ĩuſtly be 
iudgedto be Sabbith-breakers, no more than the Apo- 
ſtles, ho travelieda Sabbath days tourney in obedience 
to tho. Lord to waĩte upon him; 80 that you muſt take 
heed; and make a noted diſti nction berwixt ſuch who! 
travels on a profane, and an evill exerciſe; or about the 
affairs ofthis world; and ſuch vyho travels on a good ex- 
erciſe to waite upon the Lord and to ſerve him; For the 
Law it (elf excepts ſuch from being taken up, or iudged 
Sabbath-breakers; So take heed that you ſubvert not the 
Law, andabuſe your power through falſe judgement , 
through your own-envy> and ſo-you {mite the guiltleſs, 
andbrings deſtruction upon your ſelves; For herein we 
ownthe Law of God to walk by, and the Apoſtles for an 
example, though-we may ſuffer uniuſtiy/by you. 

Alſo there is a late Actfor diſcovering and repreſſim of pe- 
pish Recuſants, by preſenting, to ſuch as are ſuſpected to 
be Popich, or Popiſhſy affected, an oath, as is therein de- 
ſcribed; te renounce the Popes authority, and to deny all bis Do- 
Grins, and ta taſſi ſia againft the authority of the Church of 
Rome, and ugainſt any licence given thereby, to bear Arms er 
raiſe tumults, or by violence to hurt the chief Magiſtrate, or G- 
vernment of theſe Nations, & c. And ſuch as denen _ 

King 
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king of that oath are to be adindged Popiſ Recuſants, and 
ro be 
good that ſuch, who ate adhetent to the Pope, and by his 
authority would raiſe Armies and tumults, and offer vio- 
lenee to the hurt ofthe chief Magiſtrate, or Government, 
or people of theſe Nations, Cc. As it is ſignified in the 
ſaid Oath, ſhould.be diſcovered and repreſſed; But yet 
you. muſt take heed, and waite for ſound iudgement in 
the proſecution of the ſame: For all are not to be con- 
demned that cannot ſwear or take an Oath; For many of 
the {ſervants of the Lord, who are followers of Chtiſt, 
cannot {wear for conſcience ſake, becauſe Chiiſt hath 
commanded not to {wear at all, Though ſuch doth deny 
the Pope and all his authority and doctrines, and whatſo- 
ever olſe is ſignified in that Oath, who cannot ĩuſtly be ſuſ- 
pected to be any way adherent to the Pope in Dodtrines 
or practiſes, except through wicked envy you ſeek occa- 
ſion agaiuſt them thereby, and you abuſe your power and 
ſubverts the Law, It you iudge ſuch to be Popiſh Recu- 
cuſants, becauſe they will not ſ wear, becauſe they cannot 
far conſcience ſake, but walks in Chriſts docttine, who 
commanded not to ſwear, and follows the Apoſtles exam- 
ple, who laid aboye all. things my Brethren ſwear not at 
all, and luch cannot iuſtly be ſuſpected or iudged for 
Popiſh Recuſants; whoare tollowers of Chriſt, and keeps. 
his commands; Therefore you mult be conſiderate, and 
ſearch deep into thoſe things that are thus weighty, leaſt 
you cauſe the guiltleſs to. ſuffer, and thereby vex the 
Lord againſtyour ſelves; and you muſt make a ſpeciall 
difference betwixt ſuch. as will not ſwear becauſe they 
are guilty, and ſuch as cannot ſwear for conſcience ſake, 
though they are not guilty, but clear, arid free in the ſight 
of the Lord of ſuch things, as may be falſly ſuſpected, 
and charged againſt them by envious men, which may 
watch for evill, and give Informations againſt the people 
ol God unto you; But let your eye be fingle in all theſe 
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cCbbudemnation, which will be a reward of all ſuch, who 
| N Laws to a wrong end, and ſeeks to coyer 
5 x in their perſecution of the innocent by making 


the Law a Cloak, But ſuch coverings will not hide in 
the day of the Lord. 

And my friends in the execution of theſe and other 
Laws, let the fear of God guide you, and true judgement 
and found diſcerning, that you may try into the nature 
and ground of every thing, and may not judge onely 
by outward appearance, but judge righteous iudge- 
ment; And this is a great tranſgreſſion in the fight of 
the Lord at this day, even the falſe execution = | good 
Laws, and the ſubyerfion of them to wrong ends and 
uſes by ſome wicked men, who are in authority, to 
whom the Law is committed: and this we know by ex- 
perience; Bethe Law never ſo iuſtand good, yet it the 
executioners of the Law be uniuſt and unrighteous, 
True iuſtice and iudgement is turned backward, and for 
want thereof the harmleſs, and innocent daily ſuffers, 
which kindleth and increaſeth the fierce anger of the 
Lord againſ theſe Nations. 

Andlikewiſeall you that are in power and authority, 
you ought notto command any thing of any man, which 
the Law gives you no power to command, for doing ſo, 

ou make your ſelves tranſgreſſours, as for inftance, you 
ave no power by any Law tocommand men to put off 
their Hats, when they come before you, neither by any 
Law can you uſtly puniſh them, if they doe it not, nei- 
ther can you iuſtly puniſh ſuch by any law, who denies 
to ſwear becauſe for conſcience ſake they cannot; But 
what hath been inflicted upon ſome in ſuch caſes hath 
been by will and malice, and not by any law, and the 
Lord doth account ſuch thing againſt the wicked, who 
cauſeth ſuch ſufferings; and of theſe things I have given 
you watning, and it is in perfect love unte you all, as 
to 
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THE END: 


